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SUBJECT: TRADE FACILITATION COMMITTEE: CALL ON THE 
AMBASSADOR BY JAPAN IMPORT PROMOTION MISSION LEADER IKEDA 

REF: TOKYO 4096 

1 . A BUOYANT YOSHIZO IKEDA CALLED ON THE AMBASSADOR 
TODAY (MARCH 22) TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE 
OUTSTANDING COOPERATION OF THE USG IN MAKING THE JAPAN 
IMPORT PROMOTION MISSION A SUCCESS. THE MISSION LEADER 
AND MITSUI & CO. PRESIDENT, ALTHOUGH DESCRIBING THE TWO- 
WEEK VISIT AS "TOUGH,'' CLEARLY ENJOYED HIS EXCHANGES 
WITH A WIDE SPECTRUM OF GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, AND LABOR 
LEADERS, AND WAS PLEASED WITH THE RESPONSE HIS MISSION 
RECEIVED THROUGHOUT ITS VISIT. 

2. HE INDICATED THAT IN WASHINGTON HE WAS ESPECIALLY 
IMPRESSED WITH BOTH THE FORM AND SUBSTANCE OF HIS 
MEETINGS, HIGHLIGHTED BY HIS CALL ON THE PRESIDENT. 

IKEDA PARTICULARLY MENTIONED HIS MEETINGS WITH THE 
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CONGRESS AND WITH SECRETARY KREPS AND AMBASSADOR STRAUSS 
("FRIENDLY, FRANK, HELPFUL"), AND THE VARIOUS SESSIONS 
HE HAD WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE WEIL. HE 
SPECIFICALLY NOTED THE OPPORTUNITY HE AND MR. WEIL 
HAD FOR EXTENDED DISCUSSION DURING A SEVERAL HOUR DELAY 
IN DEPARTURE OF THE MISSION S FLIGHT FROM WASHINGTON, 

AND EMPHASIZED THE PERSONAL EFFORT WHICH MR. WEIL HAD 
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CONTRIBUTED TO THE MISSION. 

3. IKEDA ALSO THANKED THE AMBASSADOR FOR HIS AIRPORT 
REMARKS TO THE MISSION PRIOR TO ITS DEPARTURE FROM 
TOKYO. IKEDA INFORMED THE AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD 
REPORTED TO THE PRIME MINISTER THE PREVIOUS DAY. AND 
TOLD HIM THAT "I HAVE PAVED THE WAY FOR YOUR TRIP TO 
THE UNITED STATES." THE AMBASSADOR AGREED WITH IKEDA’S 
ASSESSMENT. AND COMMENDED HIM FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE 
MISSION AND FOR HIS PERSONAL LEADERSHIP. 

4. COMMENT: THE CALL ON THE AMBASSADOR, AT IKEDA'S 
REQUEST, WAS RELATIVELY BRIEF AND WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
OF SPECIFIC PURCHASING FIGURES. ITS PURPOSE WAS SOLELY 
TO CONVEY IKEDA'S PLEASURE WITH THE OUTCOME OF THE VISIT 
AND WITH THE USG’S ROLE IN THIS EFFORT. THE EMBASSY 
ADDS ITS APPRECIATION TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN THE 
PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A PROJECT WHICH HAS 
CONTRIBUTED IMPORTANTLY TO U.S.-JAPAN RELATIONS. 
MANSFIELD 

NOTE BY OC/T: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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